
Third Grade 

Reading Experiences Summary: 

Students in 3rd grade should experience a balance of literature and informational texts in 

the context of instruction designed to create opportunities for children to engage with a 

variety of topics and texts, and have discussions about texts that support language 

development and knowledge building. Creating this learning environment can take a 

variety of formats, including read-alouds, shared readings, paired readings, learning 

activities that incorporate literacy materials, talking, writing and other literacy activities. 

We refer to these instructional events as ‘reading or literacy experiences’ because the focus 

is on using texts, printed and visual, to develop readers’ concepts of how meaning is 

conveyed through reading and writing, and in turn their ability to make meaning of 

increasingly complex text. Much of this work is done through talk-reading and reading-

writing connections. The following are examples of literary and informational text types 

that could be used in classroom instruction. Texts are not limited to these examples. 

LITERATURE: stories, drama, poetry, fiction, fairytales, folk tales, tall tales, and other 

literary texts. INFORMATIONAL TEXT: nonfiction, biographies, autobiographies, books and 

articles about science, art, history, social studies, and information displayed in charts, 
graphs, or maps, in both print and digital sources. 

 

Frequently Read Literature 

• Because Of Winn-Dixie by DiCamillo, Kate 
• Frogs! by Elizabeth Carney 
• Frogs And Toads by Bobbie Kalman 
• Gorillas by Lori McManus 
• The Life Cycle Of An Emperor Penguin by Bobbie Kalman & Robin Johnson 
• The Life Cycle Of A Frog by Bobbie Kalman & Kathryn Smithyman 
• Make Way For Dyamonde Daniel by Nikki Grimes 
• The Penguin, A Funny Bird by Beatrice Fontanel 
• Penguins by Bobbie Kalman 
• Peter's Chair by Ezra Jack Keats 
• Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner 
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*It should be noted that this information was taken from the Literacy Continuum and may not reflect ALL book 
choices due to teacher choice, standard changes, and programmatic needs. 

 


