
Kindergarten 

Reading Experiences Summary: 

Students in kindergarten should experience a balance of literature and informational texts 

in the context of instruction designed to create opportunities for them to engage with a 

variety of topics, and texts, and have discussions about texts that support language 

development and knowledge building. Creating this learning environment for emergent 

readers can take a variety of formats, including read-alouds, shared readings, paired 

readings, learning activities and play that incorporates literacy materials, talking, 

experimenting with written materials, and other literacy activities. We refer to these 

instructional events as ‘reading or literacy experiences’ because the focus is on using texts, 

printed and visual, to develop emergent readers’ concepts of how meaning is conveyed 

through reading and writing while building their language and knowledge. It is not enough 

to simply feature a variety of literary and informational text types in Kindergarten 

environments and classroom instruction; these texts must be made accessible and 

meaningful to young readers as a component of fostering engagement with literacy to build 

language and knowledge. For example, educators should provide and engage developing 

readers with an assortment of fiction and non-fiction age-appropriate books in the library 

area that are displayed attractively and used regularly, rotated often, connected to 

instructional themes, and feature cultural diversity; incorporate text materials into many 

different aspects of the classroom curriculum, including authentic informational text 

materials for use in play and to guide learning centers; and select a variety of text types 

that engage children’s interests and support their learning about the theme under study. 

The following are examples of literary and informational text types to be used in classroom 

instruction and to create literacy-rich environments. 

Frequently Read Literature 

The Kissing Hand - Corduroy - Harry the Dirty Dog - The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Peter's 

Chair, The 3 Billy Goats Gruff - Little Red Riding Hood - Bunny Cakes - Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear, What do you See? - Not Norman - I Went Walking - Mrs. Wishy Washy - Gossie- 

Pigeon Books by Mo Willems - Barkus by Patricia MacLachlan · The Bear and the Moon by 

Matthew Burgess · Beautiful Blackbird by Ashley Bryan · Black Is a Rainbow Color by 

Angela Joy · Boo Who? by Ben Clanton · Clifford Makes a Friend by Norman Bridwell · Extra 

Yarn by Mac Barnett · Eyes That Kiss in the Corners by Joanna Ho · Fry Bread by Kevin 

Noble Maillard · Great Day for Up by Dr. Seuss · The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson · Pete the 
Cat by Eric Litwin · I Got the School Spirit by Connie Schofield-Morrison ·  

 

 

*It should be noted that this information was taken from the Literacy Continuum and may not reflect ALL book 
choices due to teacher choice, standard changes, and programmatic needs. 


