
First Grade 

Reading Experience Summary: 

Students in 1st grade should experience a balance of literature and informational texts in the 

context of instruction designed to create opportunities for children to engage with a variety of 

topics and texts, and have discussions about texts that support language development and 

knowledge building. Creating this learning environment for emergent readers can take a variety 

of formats, including read-alouds, shared readings, paired readings, learning activities and play 

that incorporates literacy materials, talking, experimenting with written materials, and other 

literacy activities. We refer to these instructional events as ‘reading or literacy experiences’ 

because the focus is on using texts, printed and visual, to develop emergent and early readers’ 

concepts of how meaning is conveyed through reading and writing, while building their 

language and knowledge. The following are examples of literary and informational text types 

that could be used in classroom instruction and environments. Texts are not limited to these 

examples. LITERATURE: stories, drama, poetry, fiction, fairytales, nursery rhymes, folk tales, tall 

tales, and other literary texts. INFORMATIONAL TEXT: nonfiction, biographies, autobiographies, 

books and articles about science, art, history, social studies, and information displayed in 

charts, graphs, or maps, in both print and digital sources. 

 

Frequently Read Literature 

• Dinosaur Chase by Hugh Price 
• Frog And Toad Are Friends by Arnold Lobel 
• Gossie And Gertie by Olivier Dunrea 
• Hang On, Monkey! by Susan B. Neuman 
• Iris And Walter And The Field Trip by Elissa Haden Guest 
• Ish by Peter Reynolds 
• Kazam's Birds by Amy Ehrlich 
• Mr. Putter & Tabby Drop the Ball by Cynthia Rylant 
• Ollie The Stomper by Olivier Dunrea 
• One More Time by James Marshall 
• Owls by Mary R. Dunn 
• The Runaways by Laura M. Kvasnosky 
• Super Storms by Seymour Simon 
• Tumbleweed Stew by Susan Stevens Crummel 
• Upstairs Mouse, Downstairs Mole by Wong Herbert Yee 
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*It should be noted that this information was taken from the Literacy Continuum and may not reflect ALL book 
choices due to teacher choice, standard changes, and programmatic needs. 



 


